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Thank you Mister/Madam Chairperson,  

We pay our respects to the Elders and Ancestors, past and present, and extend our appreciation to 

Indigenous experts and participants at this session.   

To enhance Indigenous peoples’ participation in the United Nations, and other forums addressing 

our human rights, the NSW Aboriginal Land Council recommends States and the Expert 

Mechanism: 

• Provide the opportunity to register for speaking time during the preliminary UN registration 

process. This allows for informed decision-making around expenditure for attendance. 

• Establish ongoing identified regional focus points with embedded accountability mechanisms 

to ensure greater participation and decision-making of Indigenous peoples,  

• Fund and support the building of community capacity through these regional focus points. 

• Commit to the ongoing resourcing and support and to implement mandated programs and 

recommendations made by Indigenous Human right mechanisms.  

• Invest in resourcing Indigenous communities, including technological infrastructure, to 

ensure equitable participation in local, state, national and international level forums.  

• Support and consider the representational rights, interests and needs of all Indigenous 

people. This includes our elders, women, youth, LGBTQIA+, and persons with disabilities, in 

accordance with Articles 21 and 22 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Authentic participation of Aboriginal peoples in UN and other human rights forums is directly 

restricted by economic standing. Funding mechanisms for the participation of Indigenous peoples at 



 

  

  

      

        

    

       

   

    

  

 

     

the United Nations is limited, and difficult to access. The cost to attend an international event is a 

risk for many Indigenous organisations, with restricted speaking participation opportunities a risk 

that prevents the attendance of many others. The ability to register to attend international fora 

without guaranteed speaking time, reduces the ability for Indigenous voices to be heard at an 

international level. 

In Australia, the challenges facing Aboriginal peoples’ rights to participate in decision-making at a 

domestic level is continuously met with systemic racism and discrimination. The Government 

continues to divide Aboriginal people through inefficient and ineffective policy development that 

does not acknowledge or build on existing Aboriginal community-controlled representative 

structures. This creates silos and an ongoing divisive effect within communities.  

Participatory bodies designed for Indigenous international activism in Australia are without adequate 

mechanisms for accountability, and transparency, and can restrict the contributions of participants.  

The NSW Aboriginal Land Council supports strategies and structures that are underpinned by 

inclusivity, shared decision-making and self-determination.  

Following the unsuccessful results of Australia’s referendum which would have enshrined an 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Voice in the constitution, the participation of Aboriginal people 

in the UN and other local, State and National forums is as pertinent than ever. 

In accordance with the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples, States and all UN 

mechanisms, must work harder to facilitate the rights of Indigenous peoples to decision-making and 

self-determination. 

 

ALWAYS WAS. ALWAYS WILL BE. ABORIGINAL LAND. 


