XXX MP
Member for XXX

Dear XXX,

I write on behalf of the XXX Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) regarding the Crown Land Management Amendment (Statutory Review) Bill 2026, currently before the NSW Parliament.

Our LALC is deeply concerned that the Bill, introduced without consultation with the Aboriginal Land Rights network, contains provisions that will undermine the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (ALRA) and negatively impact our community.

The ALRA provides a critical pathway for our community to claim Crown land that is unused, unneeded, or where the use is unlawful. These lands are essential to delivering housing for our community, local employment opportunities and economic development.

We are particularly concerned that the Bill gives the Minister retrospective power to validate potentially unlawful Crown land dealings, in circumstances where the only reason that power would be exercised would be to defeat a land claim. The Bill undermines long-standing legal principles, including the recent High Court decision relating to Quarry Street.

These changes risk further delaying or preventing land from being returned to Aboriginal communities, limiting opportunities for housing and economic development.

We ask that you oppose provisions of the Bill that undermine the ALRA, including opposing proposed new sections 3.29 and 5.20B. 

Our community is seeking to work constructively with Government to unlock land for housing and economic development and support regional growth and job creation

Legislative changes should support these outcomes, not limit them. We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss how this Bill may impact our community and the importance of protecting Aboriginal land rights.

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing support for our community.

Yours sincerely,

XXX 
Chairperson / CEO
XXX Local Aboriginal Land Council

