XXX, MP
Address

Dear XXX,
I write on behalf of XXX Local Aboriginal Land Council regarding the Crown Land Management Amendment (Statutory Review) Bill 2026 (NSW) (Bill).
We acknowledge the NSW Government’s decision to pause the Bill for consultation. This is an important step and reflects the strength of concern raised by Aboriginal communities and stakeholders across the state.
However, our community remains concerned about the approach taken to date and what this consultation process will look like in practice.
The consultation must be genuine, transparent, and conducted in good faith. It cannot be a tick a box exercise to justify reintroducing the Bill in its current or substantially similar form. Our communities expect meaningful engagement that allows Aboriginal voices to shape outcomes, not simply respond to predetermined positions.
We are also deeply concerned about the public narrative surrounding this Bill. Recent statements suggesting that Aboriginal Land Councils seek to disrupt essential community services, such as emergency services, surf clubs, or local recreation facilities, are incorrect and damaging. Aboriginal communities are part of these same communities. Our families rely on and contribute to these services.
In practice, Local Aboriginal Land Councils have consistently worked to maintain and strengthen community use of land, including:
· supporting continued use of community facilities, including childcare, aged care, and recreation. 
· facilitating major community outcomes, including new emergency services infrastructure; and 
· entering into agreements that deliver improved facilities and long-term community benefit. 
Where land is transferred, the reality is not loss of community use, but an opportunity for local ownership, better localised management, and stronger partnerships.
We are also concerned that:
· The Minister has walked away from existing mechanisms for resolving land claims and reaching local agreements (Aboriginal Land Agreements); and 
· the Bill risks creating division in the community by mischaracterising the role and intent of Aboriginal Land Councils. 
At its core, this issue is about fairness, transparency, and the integrity of the land rights system established under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW).
We therefore ask that you:
1. Advocate for a genuine consultation process, including direct engagement with Local Aboriginal Land Councils across NSW. 
2. Support approaches that prioritise local agreement-making, community cohesion, and lawful, transparent land management. 
This is Bill not only impacts on Aboriginal land rights. It affects how public land is governed, how communities work together, and the integrity of decision-making in New South Wales.
We welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this further.


Yours sincerely,



Name
Position
LALC
Date: 

