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WHERE ARE THINGS NOW

The Bill is paused and has not become law.
Consultation on the Government’s proposed
amendments ended on 31 July 2026.
NSWALC provided a submission, as did
LALCs. The Government has advised that the
Network will be further engaged in September
about changes to the Bill.

WHAT HAS HAPPENED?

The NSW Government introduced the Bill on
17 March 2026 without proper consultation
with the Aboriginal Land Rights Network.

The Bill proposes changes to the Crown Land
Management Act 2016. Some changes could
affect the operation of the Aboriginal Land
Rights Act 1983 (ALRA) and whether Crown
land can be claimed and returned to Aboriginal

these outcomes, particularly while more than
43,000 claims remain unresolved.

A KEY WIN

The original Bill included section 5.20B(4).
It would have allowed a lease alone, even
without physical activity on the land, to make
land ‘lawfully used’ and potentially block a land

claim.

Following the united advocacy of NSWALC
and LALCs, the Government has committed to
remove this provision. This is an important
improvement and reflects the strength of the
Network’s advocacy.

KEY ISSUES THAT REMAIN

The Bill would still allow the Minister to
retrospectively validate certain Crown land
holdings. In simple terms, this could make an
otherwise invalid lease, licence or dealing

ownership.

WHY DOES THIS MATTER?

The ALRA allows LALCs to claim certain
Crown land that is:

¢ not lawfully used or occupied

¢ not needed, or likely to be needed, for an
essential public purpose

¢ not subject to other exclusions under the
ALRA.

Land returned under the ALRA supports
housing, jobs, Culture, economic development
and stronger communities. Any change that
reduces the land available for claim can affect

legally valid after the event.

This remains a serious concern because a
validation decision could:

affect existing, backlogged or future
Aboriginal land claims

allow the Minister to proceed even
where a LALC objects or significant
impacts are identified

prioritise unlawful or defective Crown
land dealings over lawful Aboriginal
land claims
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e remove accountability for past
government errors.

THE GOVERNMENTS POSITION

The Government says the powers are needed
to protect well-used community assets, such
as surf clubs, sporting facilites and
showgrounds, where historical tenure
documents may contain technical errors.

NSWALCs RESPONSE

Community assets and Aboriginal Land
Rights are not competing objectives.

Existing laws, planning controls and
negotiated options should be considered
before any decision is made that could defeat
or reduce an Aboriginal land claim.

NSWALC has called for stronger safeguards,
including:

e agreement of the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs before a validation decision
affecting land claims is made

e consideration of existing protections and
alternatives that would not affect a land
claim

o affected LALCs to receive all relevant
information, including leases, licences and
details of the claimed community benefit

e a minimum 28-day consultation period
that cannot be reduced by regulation

¢ land validated for a community purpose to
remain restricted to that purpose

e validation decisions to be made personally
by the Minister and not delegated.

CONSULTATION & NEXT STEPS

19 JUNE: The Government provided
proposed amendments to NSWALC and the
Network.

31 JULY: Further amendment consultation
ended. NSWALC and LALCs provided
submissions and feedback.

SEPTEMBER: The Government has advised
that the Network will be further engaged about
changes to the Bill.

The Government is considering the feedback
received and has indicated that it intends to
return the Bill to Parliament in September.
NSWALC  will review any revised
amendments, continue to advocate for proper
safeguards and keep the Network informed.

NSWALCs POSITION

NSWALC remains opposed to the Bill in its
current form. Aboriginal Land Rights and the
integrity of the ALRA must be protected.
Progress cannot require Aboriginal people to
give up rights to land.

STAY INFORMED

Updates and resources available via the
NSWALC webpage: Crown Land
Management  Amendment Bill - NSW
Aboriginal Land Council

Direct contact can be made via
policy@alc.org.au for additional information
and support.



https://alc.org.au/crown-land-management-amendment-bill/
https://alc.org.au/crown-land-management-amendment-bill/
https://alc.org.au/crown-land-management-amendment-bill/
mailto:policy@alc.org.au
https://alc.org.au/crown-land-management-amendment-bill/
https://alc.org.au/crown-land-management-amendment-bill/
https://alc.org.au/crown-land-management-amendment-bill/
mailto:policy@alc.org.au

